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Leadership East Peoria will be held September 15th through December 17th.
Classes will be held Wednesdays from 7 to 9 a.m. at the East Peoria District
86 Development Facility at Central Junior High School. Cost for members is
$299 and non-members $499. There is a limit of thirty (30) participants.
Openings are available. Detailed information and the application are avail-
able at www.epcc.org or contact Rick at 6996212,

Thank you to everyone who supported the 30
6th. The guest speaker, Father Peter Gallagher, Chaplain for the Indianapolis Colts gave a
wonderful talk. He shared humorous stories of the players as well as the coaches. He said the
worst time of his being chaplain was at th
Gallagher marveled at what East Peoria and Peoria has to offer. He said the area was not at al
what he had imagined. Entertainment was provided by Rachel WestKramer whose voice is
truly a gift. Rachel performed several songs including the National Anthem which was very
movi ng. Mayor Mingus6 message was to rem
be thankful we are able to gather and pray in a public setting. Two scholarships were pre-
sented: Chris Hilton, Past President, presented the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce
Business Scholarship to Jamie Lovell. Penny Underhill, daughter of Terry Brewer presented
the Terance J. Brewer Memorial Scholarship to Shawna Winchell. We thank everyone who
attended the breakfast as well as the sponsors of the event.

Photos courtesy of Stephanie Gomes, East Peoria Time€ourier

Al

““Ameren Cifé’ﬂ.lﬂ( CULLINAN

llinois Utilities

PROPERTIES. LEID:

E (ibfs [Errzme

EMBASSY SVITESS

t h Annu

e funer
|

ember t




spotlight Member of the Month

2101 N. Main St.

East Peoria, IL 61611

Phone: (309) 694468

OBERLANDER . Fax: (309) 699108
lectric www.oberlanderelectric.com

"Satisfaction is the result of experience, experience is the basis of our business."

OBERLANDER ELECTRIC CO., INC. started in 1940 in a garage in Peoria, lllinois. The motto at that
time was "Qualified Contractors - Dependable Service". Most work then was small residential jobs and
supplying and installation of appliances. In 1946, Charles A. Gardner went to work as an apprentice
electrician straight out of the U.S. Navy at a starting hourly pay of two bits an hour. "Charlie" became
the Oberlander's right hand man at most of their large jobs.

Oberlander Electric's first sizable industrial job was in building X (since demolished) at Caterpillar, but
was soon doing large work at CPC in Pekin, Illinois. In 1974, "Charlie” bought a 45% interest in
Oberlander Electric with an option to buy the remaining shares in 1984. In 1981, Texaco and CPC
formed a joint venture to make ethanol called "Pekin Energy". The plans were sketchy at the start but
alcohol had to be produced by December 31, 1981. $ 12 million later ethanol flowed and Oberlander
Electric had made a large step forward in the Central Illinois market. Wayne and EB Oberlander also
decided to sell the remaining 55% 2 years early. In 1982 the Gardner family owned all the stock with
only a small matter of paying off a loan to Wayne.

During the 80's Oberlander Electric did several large multimillion dollar jobs which included Galesburg
Prison, Canton Prison, OSF Gerlach Building, and the Rod Mill expansion at Keystone Steel and Wire.
Caterpillar also had several large jobs. The 90's shown the way to more of the same as Oberlander
Electric's volume went from $5 million a year to $25 million a year. Large commercial, institutions and
industrial work now became the jobs of choice and residential became the exception. During the next
millennium Oberlander Electric became the dominant electrical contractor in Central lllinois, approach-
ing a 40% market share and $50 million in sales a year.

On November 1st, 2007 John Sr. and Steve Sr. took over the reins from Jim, due to his well deserved
retirement. John and Steve plan on leading their four sons into the future growth of Oberlander Electric.

Oberl anderds 225 employees make the difference!
nel have kept up with technological advances in the electrical contracting industry, making the commit-
ment to better themselves in order to better serve their customers. Their inventory of equipment has
kept pace, in both quality and quantity, with their growing needs, and they are very proud of the reputa-
tion theydédve built along the way.

Oberlander Electric attributes their success to hard work, driven to provide the best service for the best
price. The good people at Oberlander Electric take a lot of pride in what they do.
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Mark your calendar for Thursday, October 21st,4 -7 p.m. at the Par -A-Dice Hotel for
Oktoberfest 2010 ! You'll want to register early  to be entered into a drawing to have your
registration fee (up to $90) refunded. A tabletop display is $90 and a tabletop with electricity
is $120. Admission is free and the public is welcome. The registration form will be available
on the website shortly. We are planning to make this year's Oktoberfest a fun event. Prizes
will be awarded for the best decorated booth as well to winners of the scavenger hunt.

It's not too early to begin thinking about
placing your ad in the 2010 Festival

Guide. Prices for this year's guide will be the
same as in 2009. Call the Chamber at
699-6212 to place your ad.

1/8 paged $275

1/4 paged $425

1/2 paged $700

Full paged $1075

If you are driving toward Peoria
(West on 1-74) before you cross
the bridge...look to your
left...Bass Pro is being built!

The July Business After Hours was held at OSF
and celebrated the opening of the new
Childrenbés Hospital
Francis Medical Center.
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Kidz Fun Day

Saturday, September 25, 2010
11 am3 pm@ East Peoria Riverfront Park

Kick-off Activities with Mascots
3 Legged Race
Kidz Dance-Off
200 Meter Dash
Mascot Competitions
Face Painting
Bags Tournament
Sack Race
Musical Chairs with Mascots
Wheelbarrow Race
Re/Max Tethered Air Balloon Rides
Exotic Ani mals from Brow
Chil drenbés Museum I nteract
Lessons on Fishing and Rod Casting

Congratulations _ to
RosafrmMilsoPon being @
selected as t
Ambassador of the Month!

- When asked why she
became an ambassador]|,
wanted to join a wonderful group of hard-
wor king professional|s. 0
for someone who wants to open a busi-
ness. .. fibe of servicle to




