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The 31st Annual Chamber Dinner held at the Par-A-Dice was a success!  Nearly 300 people 

gathered on January 14th to support the Chamber.  Guest speaker was Jim Osborne, General 

Manager of the Bass Pro Shops in Portage, Indiana.  Jim provided insight as to what it means 

to have Bass Pro Shops in the community.  He talked about Bass Pro Shops mission to main-

tain the uniqueness of each store by utilizing displays that are native to the particular commu-

nity in which they are located.  Entertainment was provided by Joe Bembenek.   

Several awards were presented at the dinner.  Award winners were: 

Mayor Dave MingusðCitizen of the Year 

Oberlander Electric CompanyðCompany of the Year 

C.T. Gabbert Remodeling & ConstructionðGreen Company of the Year 

Patrice HessðAmbassador of the Year 

 

     

 

 

  

Photographs courtesy of the East Peoria Times Courier. 



During the month of February CityLink will be celebrating Black History Month. On February 
4th, CityLink will honor Rosa Parks by installing flyers on the buses in a comparable seat loca-
tion to where she sat on the bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Also on that day, CityLink will dis-
tribute collectible pins with her photo. Other exterior signs will be installed on CityLink buses 
honoring Frederick Douglass, Jackie Robinson, Maya Angelou, George Washington Carver and 
Harriet Tubman.   
 
Philip Lasseigne has been named the editor of the East Peoria Times -Courier . Philip was 
born in New Orleans, but moved to Illinois when he was 4. He graduated from Illinois State 
University with a bachelor's degree in journalism and political science. While at ISU, he wrote 
for the Daily Vidette and was a 2009 Daily Vidette Scholarship stipend recipient. Philip won a 
third -place award for a features story from the Illinois College Press Association. Philip said he 
is very excited to be working in East Peoria and looks forward to meeting members of the com-
munity.  If you have news, contact Philip eptc@timestoday.com or call him at 686 -3082.   
 
Midwestern Securities Trading Company, LLC is pleased to announce the addition of its 
newest associates.  Cassie Taraboletti, Chief Technology Officer in the East Peoria home office;          
Michael Wemple and Jeff Rolcynski, Financial Advisors at American National Investment      
Division, a division of American National Bank of DeKalb County in Sycamore, IL; Brad Arndt, 
Financial Advisor at First National Bank of Nokomis Investment Services, a division of First 
National Bank in Nokomis in Nokomis, IL; Nina Pilger, Independent Business Development 
Director -Misiouri area; and Clark Buelt, Independent Business Development Director -Iowa 
area.   
 
Gary Frost and Jessica Milles are new agents at Traders Realty in the Camp Street Cross-
ing office located at 821 W. Camp St., East Peoria.   
 
The Professional Development Institute at Illinois Central College is offering a new training 
program that leads to Building Operator Certification for those who are responsible for the op-
eration, management, and maintenance of buildings for facilities.   The program includes 80 
hours of classroom and project work in building systems maintenance with content ranging 
from building systems, energy conservation, heating and cooling systems, electrical systems, 
indoor air quality and operations of sustainable buildings.  The series begins on Wednesday, 
February 16, with sessions set for March 2, March 15 & 16, April 6, April 20, May 4 and May 
18.  Sessions begin at 8 am and end at 4 pm.  The workshops are held at Hickory Hall, located 
at the ICC North Campus, 5407 North University, Peoria.    Instructional fees for the complete 
series are $1,250, and some organizations may be eligible for a tuition rebate of $350 from 
Ameren upon successful completion.  For more information or to register, go online at 
www.boccentral.org, or call Ellen George at 309-690-6909.   The Building Operator Certifica-
tion is sponsored by the Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance with support from the Illinois De-
partment of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and Ameren Illinois.   
 
Bryon Griffin, President of Heart of Illinois Treats ( Maui Wowi of Central Illinois ) recently 
signed a contract with the US Cellular Coliseum in Bloomington, IL to be present at any event 
held at the Coliseum.  Visit www.hoitreats.com for more information.   



Dance Day 2011 will be held in the Performing Arts Center of Illinois Central College  
on Sunday, February 6, from 1 - 4 p.m.  The afternoon will include classes in ballet (Vaganova 
technique), jazz, tap, hip hop, and modern, a tour of the Performing Arts Center, a perform-
ance by the TazWood Dance Company (an in-residence company at the college), information 
about the ICC dance program, and refreshments.  This fun afternoon is free to those 14 years of 
age and older with or without previous dance experience.  Register by phoning Mary Dexter at 
(309)367-4644. 
 
The Progressive Business Group will host the 9th Annual Valentine Ball to benefit The Center 
for Prevention of Abuse , Saturday, February 12th at the Embassy Suites, beginning with a 
champagne reception and hot hors d-oeuvres at 5:30 p.m.  Tickets for the event are $150.  The 
Center has been serving women, men, children and seniors in Central Illinois affected by do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, elder abuse and providing prevention education to keep chil-
dren safe.  Each year The Center serves more than 4,000 victims of violence and reaches an-
other 20,000 students through violence prevention in area schools.   
 
AMP (Advanced Media Partners, LLC) is pleased to welcome to new members to their 
team:  Scott Hecathorn, Operations Manager is a graduate of the University of Illinois where he 
started in radio, first at WDBS and later at WPCU.  AMP also welcomes Dave Homerin, Senior 
Account Manager.  While receiving his associates degree in Arts & Sciences focusing on radio, 
TV and journalism at Illinois, Dave worked as an intern at a local radio station group as the 
News and PSA Director.   
 

Jennifer Haag is the Business Development Specialist at Riverview Senior Living Community.   



The following is the schedule for the Methodist Medical Center Mobile Mammography Van 
for the month of February 2011.  Methodist features all digital mammography equipment pro-
viding improved, faster and more comfortable exams.  
 
February 5-Methodist Medical Group at East Peoria-200 River road  
February 8-Illini Family Medicine -Washington  
February 9-Heartland Clinic -1701 W. Garden Ave.  
February 10-Methodist Medical Group at Metamora -901 Walnut  
February 11-Wal-Mart -2071 N. Main St.-Canton  
February 14-Manito Foods-Manito  
February 15-Methodist at Morton -1909 N. Morton  
February 16-Heartland Clinic -1701 W. Garden  
February 17-Farmington County Market -Farmington  
February 18-Methodist at Lacon-1112 E. Fifth St.  
February 23-Methodist at Pekin -1800 Broadway  
February 24-Methodist Medical Group at Princeville -223 E. Main  
February 24 Heartland Clinic -2321 Wisconsin Ave  
  
There is no need for a doctorôs order for a screening mammogram if youôre 40 or over. If you 
are uninsured or underinsured, tell us when you call for an appointment. You may qualify for a 
free mammogram.  Call for an appointment at 671-8282. 
 
Methodist Medical Center has announced the January Employees of the Month.  Selected 
were:  Linda Bare for Nursing Services, Hanna Lee for Patient Care, and Carolyn Daniels for 
non nursing support.  All three were honored at a hospital reception on January 19th.   
 
Methodist Medical Center is recognizing February as Heart Month by offering its series of 
ñCoffee with the Doctors.ò  Ablation Therapy:  A Revolutionary New Treatment for Atrial       
Fibrillation of the Heart on Wednesday, February 9th from 1 -3 p.m.  and ñNew Heart Surgeries 
That Can Change Your Lifeò on February 23rd.  Coffee with the Doctors is free but seating is 
limited.  To reserve a seat call 636-9500.   
 
Beginning this year, the Methodist Wellmobile will be offering free heel scans at select 
screening locations throughout Central Illinois.  The heel scan is recommended for women over 
the age of 50.  Free cholesterol, blood pressure and lung function tests are also available at all 
Wellmobile stops.  Dates, times and location for heel scans and Wellmobile stops can be found 
at www.wellmobile.com  
 
Proctor Hospital , in association with BlueCross BlueShield of Illinoisô Services in the 
Neighborhood  program, offers a free Medicare Help Desk the fourth Wednesday of every 
month, from 9:00 -11:00 a.m., in the Lobby at Proctor Hospital.  The next scheduled Medicare 
Help desk will be Wednesday, February 23. 
 
 



Proctor Hospital is offering discounted Coronary Risk Assessments during February in 
honor of American Heart Month. This venipuncture blood test includes: glucose, total choles-
terol, HDL & LDL, triglycerides, blood pressure, height & weight as well as an individualized 
twelve page heart health report.  All this for just $25.00 (a $100.00 retail value) through Feb-
ruary.   Appointments available from 8:00 -10:30 a.m.   Call (309) 689-8334 for an appoint-
ment.  Screenings available Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Hult Center for Health Edu-
cation during the month of February!  Call (309) 692 -9595 to schedule a appointment during 
February! 
 
The Counseling Center at Proctor Hospital offers grief counseling and bereavement services.  
Counselors work with individuals to provide support and understanding as they move through 
the healing process. Even if the individual is grieving a loss many years ago, a counselor will 
meet that person where they are now emotionally, and help guide them through the next step, 
towards a better life, moving through the pain and being able to find joy in your life again.  For 
more information please call the Counseling Center at (309) 689-6008.  
 
Join Proctor Hospital on Facebook. With a growing fan-base, Proctor Hospital on Facebook 
provides fans and friends with up -to-date information on free community health classes, 
screenings, health services, as well as information for healthy living and links to a variety of 
free health and medical information.  Youôll get to know Proctor People, too. Along the way 
weôll introduce you to some of our volunteers and staff that help make your Proctor experience 
é an unmatched healthcare experience.  Join Proctor on Facebook today.  
 
Proctor Hospital is pleased to announce that Christy Frampton, R.N., B.S.N., has been 

named CDI Specialist (Clinical Documentation Improvement Specialist) at the Hospital.  The 

CDI Specialistôs role is to support physicians in navigating the maze of ever- changing coding 

and regulatory requirements that affect documentation efforts. The goal of the Clinical Docu-

mentation Improvement program is to enhance the quality of patient care and assist in provid-

ing unmatched healthcare experiences é every day.  Frampton provides a wealth of experience 

and will serve as a tremendous resource for the Medical Staff. She has been employed by Proc-

tor for 25 years.  

 

Proctor Hospital is pleased to announce that Mark Roth has been named Tazewell County 
Outstanding Young Farmer for 2010. The award was presented to Roth on January 20 at a 
meeting of the Tazewell County Farm Bureau.  Roth is a University of Illinois graduate with a 
degree in Technical Systems Management and a minor in Crop and Soil Science. He serves as 
Director for Groveland Township on the Tazewell County Farm Bureau Board and is an active 
member of the TCFB Young Leaders Committee.  Roth is a member of the Morton Fire Depart-
ment and works in the family farming operation including producing corn and soybeans, truck-
ing (for hire) and grain elevator operations.  Roth resides in Morton, IL.  



February 
17-(Thursday) Business After Hours at Firehouse Pizza, 5:00ð6:30 p.m.  (East Peoria) 
25-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
 
March 
17-(Thursday) Business After Hours at EPôs Timeout, 5-7 p.m.  
18-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
 
April  
14-(Thursday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
21-(Thursday) Business After Hours at Heart Technologies, Inc., 5-7 p.m. 
 
May 
19-(Thursday) Business After Hours at Barrackôs Cater Inn (East Port), 5-7 p-.m.  
 
June 
3- (Friday) Mayorôs Prayer Breakfast (Embassy Suites) 
16-(Thursday) Business After Hours 
23-(Thursday Afternoon) Annual Golf Outing (Quail Meadows)  
 
 July 
21-(Thursday) Business After Hours 
 
August 
18-(Thursday) Business After Hours 
26-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
27-(Saturday) Kidôs Day (Riverfront Park) 
 
September 
6-Ad Space in Festival of Lights Guide for Sale (September 6-October 28) 
14-Leadership School (September 14-December 14) 
15-(Thursday) Business After Hours 
23-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
 
October 
27-(Thursday) Oktoberfest Business Expo (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
 
November 
4-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
17-(Thursday) Business After Hours 
 
December 
2-(Friday) Socks for Santa (Embassy Suites) 
16-(Friday) Eggs & Issues (Par-A-Dice Hotel)  
 



A good time was had by all in attendance at the January Business After Hours held at Embassy 

Suites and hosted by Fondulac Bank, a division of Morton Community Bank.  

Heart of Illinois Hospitality Association held its annual dinner January 
31 and announced that Steve Reed, General Manager for the Stoney 
Creek Inn-East Peoria is the winner of the Dearl Morris Employee of the 
Year Award.  Reed has been with Stoney Creek Inn since 2004, first 
serving as Assistant General Manager, then promoted to General Man-
ager in 2009. Reedôs nomination states: ñSteve was able to build a true 
team in Peoria, motivating the managers and line staff by his example 

first and his direction second.  As you enter the Peoria Stoney Creek Inn, the employees have 
smiles on their faces, are enjoying their jobs, and are professionally handling the guests with 
exemplary guest service.ò  Joining the hotel industry after spending time in the restaurant busi-
ness, Reed has adjusted to the challenge of changing careers with a positive attitude.  He is also 
a natural sales person, relaxed and approachable with guests, potential clients as well as com-
munity leaders.  He enjoys the social side of the business and welcomes opportunities to meet 
new people and tell the Stoney Creek story.  Owner Jim Thompson states:  ñSteveôs positive 
ñcan doò attitude and commitment to ñteam buildingò efforts have kept us competitive and im-
proving.  He has a strong instinct for a ñPeople Firstò approach to employee and guest issues, 
and brings a high level of integrity to our organization.ò 




