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December Upcoming Events 

Annual Dinner 
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9ƎƎǎ ϧ LǎǎǳŜǎ 

Friday December 16th 

Doors Open: 7 am    Breakfast: 7:30 am 

Par-A-Dice Hotel  

When:      Friday January 27th, 2012  

Time:       Cocktails:   6:00 pm 

        Dinner:   7:00 pm  

Place:       Par A Dice Hotel Casino  

Awards:   Distinguished Citizen of the Year  

        Distinguished Company of the Year  

        Distinguished Green Company of the Year  

        Ambassador of the Year  

Guest Speaker:  Michael Heisley  

Biography:   

Michael E. Heisley is Founder of The Heico Companies, LLC, based in Chicago, Illinois.  

Mr. Heisley also serves as Chief Executive Officer of several of the companyõs subsidiaries. 

Heico was founded in 1979.  Heicoõs investment group specializes in buying interests in 

under -performing companies and turning them around.  Heico owns and operates over 35 

businesses worldwide within a diverse set of industries, including steel wire products, 

heavy equipment, telecommunications, plastics, aerospace, commercial construction ser-

vices, and material handling equipment.  Mr. Heisley also is a majority owner of the NBA 

Memphis Grizzlies.  

The 35+ businesses owned by Heico and its subsidiaries have revenues of over $2 billion 

and employ approximately 7,000 people in varying capacities in the United States and in-

ternationally.  

Michael Heisley was born in Washington, DC and grew up in Alexandria, Virginia. He 

holds a BA from Georgetown University, where he served on the Board of     Directors, Re-

gents, and Visitors for over 20 years.  Mr. Heisley currently serves on the Board of Visi-

tors for Duke Universityõs Fuqua School of Business, and also serves on the Board of Di-

rectors of several portfolio companies, and the Heisley Family Foundation.  

If interested in attending contact us at 699.6212 or jen@epcc.org.  

 

December Eggs & Issues program will contain the   

graduation of the leadership school students and the 

presentation of their projects which are themed        

toward the development of the “new” downtown in 

East Peoria. 

If interested in attending contact us at jen@epcc.org or 

at 699-6212.  



East Peoria Firefighters Local 1498 will be partnering with the American Red Cross to support the 12 Hours 

of Giving Holiday Blood Drive.  This year, the 12 Hours of Giving will be held on ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘ 

at the Par-A-Dice Hotel in East Peoria from 7:00am until 7:00pm.  This blood drive is held annually right be-

fore the holidays to help ensure a stable blood supply during the last week of December when blood collec-

tions are typically low.  

Please consider supporting East Peoria Firefighters Local 1498 and the American Red 

Cross by scheduling an appointment to donate blood at this year's 12 Hours of Giving 

blood drive!  To register on line: Visit the link below and select the 12 Hours of Giving 

blood drive, Choose your time, Click on the # of appointments available next to your de-

sired time, and make a note in the “Special Instructions for your Donation” section that 

says East Peoria Fire Department.  

 

Blood Drive  

tǊƻŎǘƻǊ - Proctor Hospital was the recipient of Pinnacle Award recently, an Honorable Mention, from the 
Illinois Society for Healthcare Marketing and Public Relations.  Linda Beckman, along with Ann Johnston and 

Brynne Peters of Central States Media, were the creative team that produced the award-winning animated 

television commercial for orthopedic services at the Hospital. 

A Masquerade Jewelry Sale will be held on aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ р ŀƴŘ с in the Lobby at Proctor 

Hospital from 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. each day. The Sale is sponsored by the Service Auxiliary at Proctor Hospi-

tal. 

SouthWest Kiwanis Cheese Sale will be held on 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мр ŀƴŘ мсΣ the Service Auxiliary at Proctor Hospi-

tal and the SouthWest Kiwanis will host their popular cheese sale in the Lobby at Proctor Hospital. The Sale 

will be held from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. each day.  

Facebook 101 will be Presented on CǊƛŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсǘƘ from 10:00—11:00 am at Coffee Connections 

Workshop.  Participants need to bring a laptop or tablet with wireless access capability. The workshop will 

be held in Proctor Professional Building Classrooms 1 and 2 on the campus of Proctor Hospital. To register 

please call (309) 689-6001.  

Seniors on the Go December Hult Center Program Scheduled “Healthy Relationships for the Holidays” from 

10:30-11:45 a.m. at the Hult Center for Health Education on ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мрΦ From 12:00-1:00 lunch 

will be provided along with Holiday Entertainment. The Hult Center for Health Education is located on the 
campus of Proctor Hospital, Peoria. Call 692-6650 to register for this free program. 

Proctor Hospital and Service in the Neighborhood Program of BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois provides a free 

Medicare Help Desk monthly at the Hospital. The Help Desk will be available ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ну 

from 9:00-11:00 a.m. in the Lobby at the Hospital.  

Member News 

epcc.org Page 3 



Member News 

Page 4 

9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ {ǳƛǘŜǎ  

Embassy Suites will be hosting Breakfast with Santa on 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оǊŘ ŀƴŘ мтǘƘ from 9 am 

to 11 am.  Special Guest December 3rd comedian/magician Jonny Rovatti and December 

17th the Brown’s Oakridge Zoo. Call 309-694-0200 for more information.   

WƛƭƭƛŀƴΩǎ DǊƛƭƭŜ 

Jillian’s Grille will be hosting Breakfast with Santa on 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млǘƘ  from 9 am to 11 am.  

Call 309-740-0149 for more information. 

/ǳǊǾŜǎ 

Curves of East Peoria will serve as a collection center for the  East Peoria Youth Council.  The fundraising 

efforts will take place from ммκнмκнлмм ǘƻ мнκмтκнлмм.  The following non-perishable food items will be 

collected: canned fruits/vegetables/soups, instant mashed potatoes, cake mixes, cereals, rice, pastas & 

sauces, peanut butter & jelly, instant oats, macaroni & cheese, canned tuna/chicken/meat.  All women who 

bring in any of these items, during this time, will get their sign-up fee waived!  

Curves of East Peoria is rolling out the red carpet to members of the award-winning Healthways Silver-

Sneakers Fitness Program, the nation’s leading exercise program provided to many, as a free benefit under 

their supplemental insurance.  SilverSneakers members are now eligible to join Curves & other health clubs, 

at NO COST.   

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!  Don’t forget that this is Give a Gift Month, which means you may give 

the gift of health to up to FIVE of your friends, relatives or co-workers!  Each one of you will be given one-

month Curves gift certificates to give out, as gifts, to your buddies!  We only ask that they begin their free 

month any time during the month of January.  And, on Tuesday, 1/3, we will begin our next 6 week chal-

lenge, with all participants kicking in $5.00 and winner takes all!  We are still looking for a massage therapist 

who is looking for somewhere to practice, so if you currently have one, please mention our offer! Don’t for-

get about Curves Circuit with Dance on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 1p!  Classes are FREE and big fun as we 

spend ONE minute on the machines alternating with ONE minute of DANCE.  

Curves was the first company to become a national corporate team program participant in Relay for Life .  

This year, our 5th, in Relay participation, finds East Peoria Curves members kicking off  fundraising efforts 

through cookbook sales. These cookbooks, which make great holiday gifts, may be picked up at East Peoria 

Curves, 306 S Main, by anyone wishing to support the American Cancer Society’s 2012 East Peoria Relay for 

Life event.   

CƛǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ tƛȊȊŀ 

Join us in East Peoria to celebrate the GRAND RE-OPENING of the NEW Firehouse Pizza & Pub including 

a FULL SERVICE BAR!  Enjoy the same delicious Firehouse Pizza you know and love with later hours! Stop by 

to have a drink after work, or catch a game on our 42" TV's! Don't forget to try our NEW Appetizers and 

late-night menu selections. Firehouse Pizza & Pub is located just off I-74 in East Peoria, at 240 South Main 

Street, across from Kroger.  

East Peoria News 
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¢ŀȊŜǿŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ WŀȅŎŜŜǎ 

The Tazewell County Jaycees will be hosting a Trivia Night on ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ starting at 6:30pm 

at EP’s Timeout (1011 E. Washington St.)  in East Peoria to collect toys and raise funds for Toys for Tots.  A 

two to ten person team will be able to play 8 rounds of 10 questions for $10.00 per person or $5.00 per 

person for Jaycees.  Anyone who brings in a toy for Toys for Tots will receive $5.00 off their admission.  

Individuals are welcome to attend with or without a team.  Registration begins at 6pm with play starting at 

6:30pm.  

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 

Methodist Medical Center website, MyMethodist.net, has received the 2011 Gold eHealthcare Leadership 

Award for Best Overall Internet Site.  With MyMethodist.net, patients and visitors can find a doctor, sign 

up for wellness programs, and free screenings, learn about healthcare quality, send flowers and gifts, and 

access their test results, check E.R. wait times and much more.     

The Vascular Lab @ Methodist has been granted a three year term of accreditation by the Intersocietal 

Commission for the Accreditation of Vascular Laboratories.  This is only granted to facilities that provide 

quality patient care, in compliance with national standards through a comprehensive application process. 

.ŀǊŘ hǇǝŎŀƭ  

Bard Optical will be donating up to 70 pairs of glasses to “in need” public school students in each commu-

nity as a thank you for seventy years in business.  To be eligible for this program, the student must be thir-

teen years or younger and family has no private optical insurance benefits for glasses.  For more infor-

mation, log onto www.bardoptical.com. 

¢ǊŀŘŜǊǎ wŜŀƭƛǘȅ -  Welcomes new Realtor Mike Harris to the Traders Realty Camp Street office in East 

Peoria.  Mike can be reached at 309-712-6080 for exception service with your real estate needs.  

h{C 

The Illinois Neurological Institute (INI) is pleased to announce it received a Silver eHealthcare Leadership 

Award in the Integrated Marketing Campaign category for its Spine Institute Campaign.  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ h{C 

Kohl's Department Store is teaming with Children’s Hospital of Illinois to help keep central Illinois children 

safe.  The company is awarding a grant of $ 77,422 for the Kohl’s Kids Ride Safe Program at Children's Hos-

pital.  Please join us for a check presentation and announcement ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тΣ нлмм at 12:45 

PM at the East Peoria Fire Department, 201 E. Washington St.  A car seat safety check will be held in con-

nection with the grant announcement. Parents can have their safety seats checked from 1-4 PM. Activities 

will be provided for children. 
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New Year’s Eve — {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омǎǘ  @ 11:50 pm in 

Folepi’s Winter Wonderland 

$14 for Race Alone or $26 for Race & Hoodie 

Registration must be received by  December 17th 

Applications @ cityofeastpeoria.com 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ WƻƴŜǎ 

Sarah L. Keefer invites the public to attend a Ribbon Cutting At 11:30 

am and an Open House from 4:00 to 7:00 pm on 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ at 

2403 N. Main Street East Peoria.  

Member News 

.ǊŀŘƭŜȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Bradley University’s Smith Career Center invites you to Peoria, Illinois for our upcoming job fairs.  Bradley’s 

talented students are thinking .ŜȅƻƴŘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ and looking for internships and post-graduation opportuni-

ties with excellent organizations. When looking for new talent, consider Bradley University’s well-prepared, 

young leaders who are ready to hit the ground running. 

Spring job fair registration is now available! Click on the links below for more information. 

Spring Job & Internship Fair  February 8, 2012 

Social Service, Recreation & Education Career Fair  February 23, 2012 

/ŀƳǇǳǎ wŜŎǊǳƛǝƴƎ -  Make Bradley’s Smith Career Center your primary source for talent recruitment. Visit 
Bradley’s campus to conduct interviews and hold information sessions. View our recruiting calendar and re-
serve your date by calling the Smith Career Center at 309.677.2514 . 

http://www.bradley.edu/calendar/index.dot?id=162714&who=emp
http://www.bradley.edu/calendar/index.dot?id=162726&who=emp


Dear Small Business Saturday Central Illinois Partner,  

 

Thank you for joining us in declaring the Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 26th, as Small Business Sat-
urday.   In our efforts to report the outreach efforts, please help us in letting us understand any specific out-
reach you have completed.  This will be compiled and shared with the national initiative on behalf of the 
Central Illinois effort.   

¸ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƴŀƳŜΥ       9Ƴŀƛƭ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ {ŜƴǘΥ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ       Dates: 

[ƻƎƻ         Distribution: 

Placement of SBS logo on your website with link 

__ Yes __ No  

Monthly Unique visitors:     ¢ǿŜŜǘǎ 

         Sample Tweets: 

І ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΥ       Dates:  

 

tǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴǘ      CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 

Date:         Sample Status updates: 

Coverage:       Dates: 

Date:  

Coverage: 

Date:  

Coverage: 

 

Blogs  

Dates posted: 

 

 

We appreciate your time and help in letting us understand your outreach!  Please return to 

Renee Charles rcharles@h-p.org 
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The Daily Herald Business Ledger, along with marketing partners Illinois Chamber of Commerce and the 
Workforce Boards of Metropolitan Chicago want to name your company one of the .Ŝǎǘ tƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ.  Last year, 40 companies were honored, 24 in the medium category, and 16 in the large company 
category.  Companies benefit greatly from being recognized as "the best".  Companies applying best busi-
ness practices and embracing high standards advance their business and distinguishes them from competi-
tors.  
The Illinois Chamber of Commerce encourages your company to participate by entering before WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нтΣ 
нлмн.  To enter the competition go to ǿǿǿΦōŜǎǘǇƭŀŎŜǎǘƻǿƻǊƪƛƭΦŎƻƳ or call Best Companies Group at 1-877-
455-2159.   
This competition is open to all for-profit and non-profit companies in the state.  As a benefit, all partici-
pating companies, whether or not those among the top-ranked, will receive detailed data identifying the 
strengths and weaknesses of their workplace according to a survey of their employees.   
Awards will be announced in May 2012 at an awards banquet and through a special supplement in the Daily 
Herald Business Ledger.   

Don't forget, the deadline is January 27, 2012  

Join us WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнǘƘΣ нлмн from 5 pm — 7 pm at the 

Embassy Suites for Tazewell County Chambers Busi-

ness After Hours hosted by Fondulac Bank.   

This networking event is a casual way to network 

with other Chamber members and promises a great 

opportunity to expand your list of contacts.  The 

event is free to attend and is open to all chamber 

members.  Non-members are also welcome to 

attend their first Business After Hours.  

East Peoria Chamber of 

Commerce 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ 
.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ !ƊŜǊ IƻǳǊǎ 

2200 Washington  
East Peoria, IL 61611 

Phone: 309-699-6212 
E-mail: eppc.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=omjkt4dab&et=1108668225271&s=7953&e=0010-2tDGhw23K0OxD8XeoCqcsRyGBSqPvWsWc31MvLJZsd_-Is_6XHbB-7nLTtTrQp4MDIiO3yN3p99qDunCut31x2pzJmDsjituWcohl5DTqxqQ1p_nGk38yoUGITZRqQ


Page 9 epcc.org 

2011 Miss Festival of Lights Demi Broderson(center); first runner -up Kelly Mulhern 
(right); second runner -up Karista Davis (left)  





January 12th 
Tazewell County Chambers @ Embassy Suites 
 

January 27th 
Annual Dinner @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

February 16th  
Business After Hours @ Firehouse Pizza 
 

February 24th 
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

March 15th  
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

March 23rd  
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

April 13th  
Career Fair @ East Peoria High School 
 

April 19th  
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

April 27th 
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

May 4th 
Mayorõs Breakfast Prayer  @ Embassy Suites 
 

May 17th 
Business After Hours @ TBA 

 
June 21st 
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

 
 
 

June 28th 
Golf Outing @ Quail Meadows (1 pm)     
              

August 16th 
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

Aug 24th 
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

September 19th  
Leadership @ Central Junior High School  
 

September 20th  
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

September 28th 
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel  
 

November 15th 
Business After Hours @ TBA 
 

October 25th 
Oktoberfest/ Business Expo @ Par-A-Dice Hotel 
 

December 1st 
Folepi Cancellation Stamp @ East Peoria Post 
Office 
 

December 7th  
Socks For Santa @ Embassy Suites 
 

December 14th 
Eggs & Issues @ Par-A-Dice Hotel  
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bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊΥ 

Distinguished Citizen of the Year:  Click here for application 

Distinguished Company of the Year:  Click here for application  

Distinguished Green Company of the Year:  Click here for application  

 

If you have a candidate meeting the requirements, Please complete the attached forms and return to the 

Chamber office no later than noon Tuesday, December 20.  A selection committee from the Board of Direc-

tors will review and determine the recipients. 

 

The Chamber Nominating Committee has presented the following slate to serve as Board members and 

officers for 2012 to the Board of Directors.  In accordance with Section 2 of Article IV in the Chamber By-

Laws, the slate of nominees shall be presented in writing to the full membership prior to the December 

meeting (Thursday, December 15, 2011) of the Board.  Other nominations may be filed by a petition signed 

by at least ten (10) members in good standing prior to the December Board meeting.  If no other nomina-

tions are received, the Board will vote on the slate presented at its December meeting.  Newly elected Di-

rectors and the Board Secretary and Treasure will be seated in January. 

нлмн 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ 

President                            Mark Hanback, Caterpillar 

Vice President                   Mark Joseph, South Side Bank 

Treasurer                            Rick Tieken, City Link 

Secretary                             John Gardner, Oberlander Electric 

Past President                   Josh Graber, Fondulac Banking Center 

 

нлмн .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ   Kim LeHew, Cullinan Properties 

Rick Dokey, Federal Co.    Mayor Dave Mingus, City of East Peoria 

Chuck Gabbert, CT Gabbert Construction  Chuck Nagel, East Peoria Community High School 

Jim Goff, Bass Pro     Cori Rutherford, Par A Dice Hotel Casino 

Patrice Hess, Illinois Central College   Dave Walty, Heart Technologies 

Tony Howard, Methodist Hospital   Jim Weber, Uftring Automall 

 

S:/DistinguishedEastPeoriaCitizenoftheYear.doc
S:/DistinguishedEastPeoriaCompanyoftheYear.doc
S:/DistinguishedEastPeoriaCompanyoftheYear.doc
S:/DistinguishedEastPeoriaGreenCompanyoftheYear.doc


Dear Ameren Illinois Business Customers, 

  

The Ameren Illinois ActOnEnergy® program is offering two FREE, one-hour online training events in Decem-

ber.  

¢ƻǇƛŎΥ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 9ŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ hǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀƛƴ 5ǊȅƛƴƎ 

Presenter: Jennifer Brinker, Analyst, GDS Associates, Inc., an ActOnEnergy Partner 

5ŀǘŜΥ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тΣ нлмм 

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Earn 1.0 CE hours 

The free, one-hour online training event will cover the following topics: 

Why dry grain? 

Components of a grain drying system. 

Monetary cost of grain drying. 

Variety of grain dryers. 

Grain handling and storage.  

Energy efficiency options for drying, handling and storage. 

  

¢ƻǇƛŎΥ .Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ !ƛǊ ǘƻ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 9ŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ 

Presenter: Bill Scales, P.E., Scales Industrial Technologies, Inc. 

5ŀǘŜΥ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мпΣ нлмм 

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Earn 1.0 CE hours 

  

In this presentation, Bill will discuss current trends in compressed air technologies and sequencing that can 

make compressed air operations more energy efficient. 

  

Bill Scales is an internationally recognized expert in compressed air systems and has been involved in the air 

compressor industry since 1952 as a “hands-on” mechanic, engineer, author and consultant. He has visited 

more than 5,000 facilities and audited or provided energy assessments and audits of over 800 mid-sized and 

large compressed air systems throughout the world. Bill has been responsible for designing and installing 

compressed air systems of all sizes, and also recommending improvements and implementing sizeable cost 

reductions in operating and maintaining compressors. He represents all compressed air consultants at the 

DOE sponsored Compressed Air Challenge and was selected to write the 325 page “Best Practices for Com-

pressed Air Systems” manual. 
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